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By Garland L. Thompson

he passing of someone like
‘ I Verda Welcome would have

a left a huge gap in any commu-
& nity. She was a historie flgure in
Maryland's civfl rights struggies,
and an auteblography should be full
. of lessons about how it was when
the fight was down and dirty — and
thisonels. <X
. But there is mere to writing a
book than colecting and arganizing

the stories told by important people.
Mrs. Weleome, a black North

| Carolinlan who went to Delaware to
|, finish high school and came to Balti-
more to go to college, Hved through
eple change. She was 7 years old
. when World War | began In 1914,
and 12 when it was over. The Roar-
ing '20s evoke ribaid memories in
o the cities of the North, but in 1926
p voung Verda Freeman was starting
. a career as a professional edueator
Lwlih a mere 10 years of school.
Her journey from Neorth Caroli-
« na's Greenhill Elementary School to
the Maryland General Assembly,
ﬁ where she became a pivotal figure in
" the fight to break segregation, pro-
l\ddrqasgoodasturtmdmmas
| 1s likely to be found of the journey of
America's blacks out of the igno-
' rance and isolation of 70 years of
racial domination.
" She was first elected to the Mary-
land House of Delegates in 1958,
“and in 1962 was elected to the state
" senate — the first black woman to
serve in a state senate in the United
States. She served there for 20
memorable , until she was de-
feated for re-clection in 1982. =
High expectatiens attend such a
work. In an era of nnrelenting legal
fand political attec « on the mecha-
F’nisms that broke diserimination,

this book — co-written by James M.
Abraham, a former reporter for the
| News Amertean and the Afro-
' American — contains important
lessons about the struggles that put
them in place. For many too young
to have seen it afll happen and for
others whe have forgotten what life
was like In the old days Pat
Buchanan so fi remembers, her
pithy observations add Wded per-

spective. MAR.

But the lessons could have been
better presented. Mrs. Weleome died
in 1990, so we cannot ask her for
clarifieationa. And there are things
here that need sharper foeus, such
as the fuzzy deseription of the Citi-
zens Demoeratie Club, which met in
an okl hatel bar, Founded in 1939,
its members "had little real power.
Basteally, they collected what biack
votes there were for white candi-
dates, At the behest of white basses,
they sometimes sponsered excur-
sions on election day to gel black
voters out of the citv!” LLF

Let's have the goods: Whe were
the hosts of these trips, and whom
were they working for? Some of that
club's alumni are still active. Exactly
‘who were the guilty parties and who.
of those named just before that

crushing indietment, were bystand-
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% Welcome s ‘Life and Times’
§ full of lessons about cml nghts
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Verda Welcome's autobiogra dahy
fm down and dirty about fight

civil rights,

MY LIFE AND 'rmns
Verda F, Welcome, as told
to James M. Abraham. .
Henry House Publishers, |
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Ambivai toward some ath-
ers, such as Vietorine Adama, Jua- |
nita Mitchell and the Murphy famdly, &
also mar this story. Vietarine Ad- [
ams, founder of the Colered Wom- |
en's Democratie Club that Mrs, Wel- |
come praises for fi the issue of
politieal reform in the cominu- |
nity, wastol}ehewﬁeofWi‘Ith Ad- |
ams, one of the Citizens'
Where was he? Sdhrw
Mrs. Mitchell is cited as having
held black politicians’ feet to the fire
in the fight for equal rights, but also |
as taking some hard shots at Mrs. &
Welcome when Mrs. Mitchell's son,

tion. Parren MitcheH appears in thia |
book as a disturber of the plan for &
the redrawn 7th Congressional Dis- |
triet, but later is praised as a fighter. |
Final verdiets here, and a clearing- |
up of the inclusive statement of how |
the early black pelitictans, despite
the sharp fights that redueed their
unity, were all as honest as Caesar's
wife, would have been helpful here,
And so It goes, The subjert Is wel
worth the time speni reading this
book. Her cantributiens were major,
and her life story 12 inspiring. There
were punches pulled, and the inelu-
sion of a few maps would have given
a better handle to readers who didn’t
grow up as the 4th District changed.
But its depiction of the evolution of
black polities offers landmarks to
anyane strugshng to understand to-
day’s chreumstanees, It's a worth-
while addition to the loeal lore.
Mr. Thompson writes edftorials for
The Sun.
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